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The 45th U.S. Senior Open Championship, held at the 
majestic Broadmoor Golf Club in Colorado Springs, 
provided a fitting stage for Pádraig Harrington to etch his 

name further into the annals of golf history. In a gripping display of 
skill, strategy, and unyielding mental fortitude, the Irishman emerged 
victorious, capturing his second U.S. Senior Open title in four years. 
This win, achieved on a notoriously challenging course against a field 
of seasoned champions, underscored Harrington’s enduring class 
and his remarkable ability to thrive under immense pressure.

The Broadmoor’s East Course, designed by the legendary Donald 
Ross and later enhanced by Robert Trent Jones Sr., is a formidable 
test of golf. Nestled at an elevation of over 6,300 feet on the southern 
edge of the Rocky Mountains, the course presents unique challenges. 
The thin air impacts ball flight, making distance control a guessing 
game, while the heavily sloping greens, often likened to those at 
Augusta National for their subtle breaks and deceptive contours, 
demand an exquisite touch with the putter. As one competitor aptly 
put it, "You can have a 5-footer that can break 2 feet." This year, the 
course lived up to its reputation, yielding only a handful of under-
par rounds throughout the tournament, emphasizing the difficulty 
and the premium placed on precision and patience. The ever-present 
threat of Rocky Mountain weather, oscillating between sun, clouds, 
wind, and sudden rain showers, added another layer of complexity, 
often pulling players off the course and demanding adaptability.

Harrington’s journey to the trophy was far from a comfortable 
stroll. From the outset, the championship promised a compelling 
narrative, with the lead changing hands amidst a tightly packed 
leaderboard. In the early rounds, Harrington found himself in a 
familiar position: battling at the top. His opening round saw him tied 
with Mark Hensby at 3-under 67, despite an adventurous moment 

on the 15th where he salvaged a bogey after an errant tee shot. This 
early demonstration of his scrambling ability and mental toughness 
hinted at the resilience that would define his week. "You never feel 
good after you've lost a ball," Harrington admitted, "so your head is 
a little scrambled. You're just trying to get your head around what 
you're doing." This self-awareness and capacity to reset after a mistake 
proved crucial on a course where every misstep could be severely 
penalized.

As the tournament progressed, a compelling duel began to 
unfold. Stewart Cink, a formidable opponent and major champion 
in his own right, consistently matched Harrington's pace. By the 
end of Saturday’s third round, a captivating three-way tie emerged 
at 8-under 202, with Harrington, Cink, and Mark Hensby sharing 
the lead. This setup guaranteed a final-day showdown, with all 
three playing in the same threesome for the fourth consecutive day, 
a unique circumstance that intensified the "match play" feel of the 
championship.

The pivotal moment of the third round, and arguably the entire 
tournament, belonged to Harrington on the 18th hole. After 
experiencing a challenging back nine that included a double bogey 
on the par-3 12th and a bogey on the 15th, causing him to lose 
momentum and momentarily fall out of the lead, Harrington faced a 
daunting task. His tee shot on the 18th sailed left into the deep rough, 
leaving him with little choice but to hack out short of the green, over 
a lake. What followed was a moment of pure magic: a chip-in from 
20 yards for birdie. This audacious shot not only salvaged his round 
but pulled him back into a tie for the lead, igniting the gallery and 
injecting immense psychological momentum into his camp. "It 
was special to hole out on the 18th, with everybody watching, the 
anticipation," Harrington later reflected. "It was very exciting and 
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very nice that I didn't have to hit another shot." This chip-in, born 
of necessity and executed with precision, became a symbol of his 
fighting spirit.

Sunday's final round was a masterclass in major championship 
golf, a head-to-head battle that truly felt like match play between 
Harrington and Cink. The tension was palpable as they navigated 
the treacherous Broadmoor East Course, with each swing and 
putt holding immense consequence. Harrington, known for his 
methodical approach and ability to grind out pars, displayed both. 
Despite Cink’s aggressive start, including four consecutive birdies 
from the second to the fifth holes, Harrington remained composed. 
He countered a bogey on the 10th with a crucial 12-foot birdie putt 
on the par-4 11th, a rare straight-in look on a course defined by its 
breaking putts. This birdie pushed him to 11-under, giving him a 
slender lead and setting the stage for a tense finish.

The final stretch of holes, particularly 15 through 18, proved 
decisive. Cink, who had been a putting machine for much of the 
week, faltered slightly. A costly bogey on the 15th, followed by 
missed birdie opportunities inside six feet on the 16th and 17th — 
one sliding left, the other burning the edge — allowed Harrington 
to maintain his advantage. These were moments where The 
Broadmoor truly claimed its "last laugh," as the subtle breaks of its 
greens thwarted Cink’s attempts to draw even.

Harrington, meanwhile, closed out his round with seven 
consecutive pars, a testament to his unwavering focus and strategic 

acumen. He didn't need heroics, just steady, disciplined golf. The 
defining moment arrived on the 18th green. Harrington's approach 
shot landed within 8 feet, putting immense pressure on Cink, who 
was 30 yards ahead in the fairway. Cink’s subsequent approach 
landed on the precipice of a ledge but agonizingly spun backward, 
leaving him with a lengthy 35-foot putt. Both players two-putted for 
par, but with Harrington's initial advantage, it was enough. He closed 
with a final round of 3-under 67, finishing at 11-under 269, one shot 
ahead of Cink.

Miguel Ángel Jiménez, meanwhile, provided a late surge, carding 
the best round of the tournament with a spectacular 6-under 64, 
making eight birdies after an opening bogey. He pulled within a shot 
of the lead but ultimately succumbed to the 18th hole's challenge, 
yanking his tee shot left and making a bogey to finish third, two shots 
back. Mark Hensby, who had shared the lead going into the final 
day, couldn't replicate his earlier magic, finishing tied for fourth with 
Thomas Bjørn.

Pádraig Harrington's victory at the 45th U.S. Senior Open is a 
significant achievement, further solidifying his status as one of golf 's 
most tenacious and decorated champions. This marks his second U.S. 
Senior Open title and his tenth win on the Champions Tour, adding 
to a glittering resume that includes three major championships on 
the regular tour – the 2007 Open Championship, and both the 
2008 Open Championship and PGA Championship. His ability 
to perform at the highest level well into his 50s, particularly on a 

course as demanding as The Broadmoor East, speaks 
volumes about his dedication to the game, his physical 
conditioning, and his astute course management.

The win was not merely about hitting fairways and 
greens; it was about mastering the unique nuances of 
The Broadmoor. Harrington consistently emphasized 
patience and accepting the challenging nature of the 
course. The high altitude, affecting ball flight and spin, 
and the severely undulating greens, which made putting 
an art form, were obstacles he navigated with veteran 
savvy. His chip-in on Saturday's 18th, and his composure 
to play the final seven holes of the championship in 
even par, were emblematic of a champion who knows 
how to close.

Beyond the scores, Harrington's triumph showcased 
the spirit of competition that defines senior golf. The 
intense, respectful rivalry with Stewart Cink, playing 
together for four straight days, elevated the tournament 
to a match-play spectacle. It was a reminder that even 
among veterans, the desire to compete and win major 
championships remains fiercely strong. Harrington's 
strategic brilliance, combined with moments of 
audacious shot-making and unwavering mental 
toughness, ultimately separated him from a world-class 
field. His victory at The Broadmoor will be remembered 
as a testament to his enduring skill and his status as a 
true legend of the game.
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